The reproductive performance of 760 free-ranging female rhesus monkeys (Macaca mulatta), 168 
Introduction
Reproductive senescence in female non-human primates has been the focus of several studies over the past two decades. The attention focused on this topic has been due in part to the desire to identify a suitable animal model for the study of the menopause (see Walker, 1995 Hrdy, 1981; Paul et al, 1993) , and have been characterized as 'extremely' old (Fedigan, 1991) by the time they are 25 years old. Data are presented here on the reproductive performance of over 760 free-ranging female rhesus monkeys (Macaca mulatta), 168 of whom were [20] [21] [22] [23] [24] years old at the time this study was begun.
Our use of the terms fertility and fecundity closely follows that of human demographers (e.g., Menken et al, 1986; Biggers, 1988; Johnson et al, 1990 (Johnson, 1989) .
Over 1200 female and 170 male rhesus monkeys were released on Key Lois from 1973 Lois from to 1976 (Sherman, 1980; Pucak et al, 1982) . The animals originated from the Himalayan foothills of India, and were nearly all juveniles or young adults (i.e., 2-4 years of age) at the time of their entry into the USA (Sherman, 1980 Johnson (1989) (Johnson and Kapsalis, 1995) . Therefore, between-colony comparisons of the fatness of our subjects were made indirectly following the methods of Berman and Schwartz (1988) . Specifically, the relative fatness of the subjects was assessed qualitatively. The animals were then assigned to one of four body condition categories: underweight, overweight, obese or within the normal weight range. The validity of our field judgements of the inter-individual differences in adiposity of the subjects is addressed elsewhere (Johnson and Kapsalis, 1995 Oldest island-born females.
Youngest Indian-bom females. Age of females (years) Fig. 2 (Fig. 3) (Fig. 3) (Fig. 4) . Among females more than 20 years of age (Fig. 4b) (Pope et al, 1986; Johnson et al, 1993; Mitsunaga et al, 1994) Whitten, 1982 Whitten, , 1983 Garey, 1991 Graham et al, 1979) and parity (McCann and Myers, 1970; Bertens et al, 1982) (Gosden, 1985 (Hodgen et al, 1977; Walker, 1995) , even within free-ranging populations (Malik and Johnson, 1992) . However, we concur with Pavelka and Fedigan (1991) that, from a life history perspective, the rhesus female is an inappropriate model for human menopause.
